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A shaky grasp on reality
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Oper Opis
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Donald Hut-era

rue l.o form, spoken tt'rt crolls
up in onlv threcof  t l re l6
shows featured in tht' 3.lrrl
etl it ion ot'the Lortdon
I nternational I\1 inre Festival.

' l-hcdirectors 
have again sgrent the glirst

vear scouriltg the globe for the. best
virtuallv rvordless visual and llhvsical
theatrethev could find, rourrrl ing up rvork
t'rom ten countries, including Belgium,
Britain, France. Israel. Russia and Spain.
Before the festival fi nishes on .lanuan' .Jl
audiences wi l lhave the chance to see l3
tl K prenrieres. one of rvhich kicked off
eventsthis week.

Oper Opi-s (translatiorr: " Someon€.
Something")  is  a pr ime exarrple of  the
kind of pertbrmance that the I'estival
champions. It is the work of the Zurich-
based duo Zimn'lermann (t-irst nanre
Martin) and de Perrot (Dimitri). and the
70-minute piece is a determinetllv strange

1'et frequentll 'engaging hr trrrd of circus
skil ls, dance-like movemerrt. off-the-walI
theatricalit l 'and inr entive rlesign. It all
adds up to arr experience far more
anarchicthan might beexpected from a
nation known for its hvpert-tficiencl'.

It might be worth rc'membering that the
Swiss are noted for their cuckoo clocks. As
this frisky, risky' and flaky shon, swings
along in increasinglv surreal. dreamlike
directions. it ls obvious that tht'rels a good
dealof craziness motorirrg insidt'rt. too.

Everything happens on or trear a vilst
platform that is prone to shil 't. rvobble and

tip. i\ series of objects - rough rvedges,
ricketv chairs, a table-- slip and slideon
its surface alongsicle theganglv, anxious
Zinrmermann.

De Pcrrot. primarily'a DJ operating
trr rntablt 's from stage right. is a part of, and
vet separatc. from. this unpredictable
environment. He might supplf its
sou ntltrack trance-induci ng technobeats.
distorted samples ofjungle roars or
squeals -but iscertainlv no more in
control of it than the five interlopers who
spillon to the stage. Among these motley
young circus artists are a gymnastic but
disaffected blonde. a paunchy strongman,
a buxom and brazen brunette, a self-styled
stud in a whi tesui t  and a l imberfemale
who spentls much time coiled up in her
stretchy hootll'.

' l 'he 
mttaphors attached to their

fragmented interactions are in plain sight:
keeping your balance in an unstable,
unreliable world. and maybe finding a new
slant on its manifold absurdities. There are
moments of self '-indulgent daftness and
lost focus. But. fractured though it is, Oper
Opis offers a clel'er, sometimes subtly
skewed and highly originaltake on the
vagaries of contemporarl ' l i fe and
humanitr,'.s excessive behavioural quirks.

Although the cast looked slightly
stunned bv the audience's warm response,
the Swiss have got the festival off to a fine
start.
Box office: 0845 1216839, to Jan 16,
www.mimefest.co.uk


