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Going nowhere
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for our times
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t t l r . ' . r .  i t  l \ . l s s l l I t  y t . l l . 1 l \

\ ' ( ) l r te l t t  l . .  Cot t tcs  l t . t f , l -
(  l  t { r  ! i L ' l l t l L ' .  - - u l l ' i e c  i r )
: ; , r t  th ; r t  thc  s i l ig lc  lu . -
tor Iinliurg the *'il.ilv rli-

vc rsc  L , ' , ' L r r ts  0 t  t l i c  l .on t io t r  In tc rn : r -
t i t r r r . r l  l \ l i r r r t '  l ' es t i va l  i s  t lu r t  the l 'gcn-
c r lr lh'  t  l rkc l .  l : r , . 'c, trr i r  st i lgt- '  (  thougl-r,
e\ 'r 'n l ls I  t lp thr 'sc rvort is, a rnem()-
ry'  st irs of sonrcthing in a t lsh tank).

Whate'r 'cr,  thc opcucr of thc 2010
sces()n dce isivclv un(lcrmines every
scnsible dcfinit ion of :r  stagc, frrr thc
pcrftrrrning surface in OperOpis, thc
latcst $'()rk,riSrviss duo l\{artin Zinr-
lnL.rrnanr rrnd l lirnitri .lr' Pernrt, is
pcr i lous lv  uns tab le .  I la lanced on  a
giant airbag, its plane ti.lts and slopes
in responst ' to w' l to is standing on i t
an.l  rvhcre . l f  nothing clse , i t 's a nicc
r r rc tuph( ) r  l i r r  rncn ta l  cqu i l ib r iu rn .
\Vant sonrctJung tradlu rrrove ftlnvltd
t r r  g1 .5  i t ,  an . l  i t  s l ips  ou t  o f  reach.

()pcr ()pi.s is l  bi t  of a puzzle in i t-
sc11.  I t  s ta r ts  as  i f  i t ' s  ! { ( ) ing  t ( )  bc  onc
oi t l tosc e erebral shows r ' , 'hosc crt--
: r t o r s  ( r v h o  i n v a r i a b l t ,  l i a v c  n r a t h s
I ' l r l ) s  )  p t ' r t i r r rn  c rper in rcn ts  in  g rar ' -
i t \ 'and Ft:rtnlr '1tt ' .  l )rrt tcrv shitpc5 xyg
l incd  t rp  to  bc  topp lcd  l i kc  donrurocs
tl 'hct l  sontcolte p()ps t[rpugh a trap-
tL x rr. 

-l'he 
rc re gags u'itJr sliding chairs

: rnd  s l id ing  pe( )p lc ,  and nrus i r '  n i l i i l v
: .rsscnrhlc. l  l ioni l ivc, sarnplcd s( )unds.
It 's I tcut, r ' lcver, [ 'ars( )rnch' control let l .

l i t t t  l t s  r t to rc  charac te  rs  appcar ,  i t
t t t r n s  i t t t o  i l r l ( ) t h L , r  k i n d  o f  s h o r v :
rncssicr, nrorc hunlun, cvcn frt .r l i ish.
I ' . r t r t ' n t r '  p l r v s i c l l  t v p c s  r c c r r l l  o l d -
sr ' l tool r ' i re t ts: r t  ptrelt l t t : t t ielr l ly plUt 'p
gr r l  u  h , '  t . ' r r i r t s  shr i rks  u 'h i l c  j igg lL rg

l r l t e r r i . i t e  h r e . r s t s .  l r r . l  . r  l . c t i t c  u v r n -
I). lsl  \ \ ' l )(  |  ls r ' i l rr icd ,,1 Likc rr plalk lurd
s( ' cn ls  to  k l tou '  no  l i ' a r .  ( I  $ ' i l l  cspc-
.  i ; t l l v  r c t t t r ' n t l . c r  h r r  n , , r r e  h : r l i n t
:qrutt,  hclt l  hrgh in thc air l rv one f ixrt .  )

' f l tcrt . 's 
rt lso;t prcctr i t . tg Lotl tario ut

a  rvh i tc  L lv is  s r r r t  ru rd  a  bccr -be l l i cd
s lob  11 '5 , , . "  j c rse l '  w( )n ' t  mL.c t  h is
trcluse rs, no nrirt ter how trf tcn hc. tugs
at it. 

'l'hcrc's 
rr crcattut'intent on $'eiu-

ing a hoodie in cvcrl  $'av cxcept that
in tc .ndcd,  to  n io rph ing  c f fec t .  The
nrrxrd Ls urh:ur:rnd edgy the rnen slo;r:
up to thc w()n1cn and adopt chat-up
p ( ) s e s ,  w i t h  n o  r c s u l t s .  1 ' h e  o n l y
couples r"'ho get it tr-rgether are s()rne
dancing chairs - a lovelv moment, as
the [)J scratchcs a fadcd rne mory of
a li'lurr wulU on his pxrrtable tumurblc.

t3izrrrclll the la-st third of the evening
tttr t ts ütto lr  dif fe rertt  shorv eg:t i tr :  purt '
ac robat ic  r ' i r cus  th is  t in rc .  sur re rh lv

done.  But  horvc t ' c r  in ip rcss ive  the
ski l ls, the w'holc dist inct l) ' lai ls tn c()-
hcre. l t 's a. l l  ven'well  borrorving the
c l o t h e s  o f  P i n a  B a u s c h  -  t h e  n o n
sequ i tu rs ,  thc  repc t i t ions  -  bu t  you
need to have somewhcre to go in thcrn

I t ' s  no l  , r f t cn  r r  h : r l l r t  company is
u , rong- t i ro tcd  by  thc  weather .  But
snor*'-fatiguc u'as bad ncws frrr En6t-
l i sh  N: r t ion : r l  B : r l l c t .  rcv iv ing  r  n ta io r
add i t i r 'n  to  r ts  t r t v l r - labc l  ca ta loguc .
\Vho u'ants to rt 'atch fake f lakes in

The Snow Queen * 'hcn  thc1" r ' c  been
s t rugg l ing  th rough thc  rea l  s tu f f  a l l
week? fherc arc rn()rc last ing rca-
sons, though. u'h-v Michaci ( lorder's

three-acter. based on Hans Christ ian
Andersen 's  s t ( ) ry , ' vvon ' t  he  ous t ing
The Nrrfcrockc'r as a seasonal staplc
an1't inrc soon. For al l  i ts f l trency urd
e lcar storl ' - tcl l ing, i t 's not jol l l ' ()r  vAr-
icd  or  tunc fu l  enough to  en ter ta in
famil ics, and lacks the choreograph-
ic daring that nught cndear ldults to

choruses tlf hanh'-rvavrng pe :lsarlts, .l
reindc.er in tights antl a btry u'ith a shard
of ice in his heart.  I ts chicf attract i trn.
to my mind, is thc chance of hearing
its late-Prokofiev score, filleted main-
ly from his bal let The .Stone Flow'cr.
Alas, its emotional high points don't a1-
ways mesh with those of the nc\\' st( )n.
An clcmentarv rcquirt 'mcnt, str rclr ' .
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Heayy duty: Eugenie Rebetez, left, Maftin Zimmermann, centre, and Victor Cathala in'Oper Opis'


