» Z_o.AO. .0A0 '

@AFF AFF L z
Opera House; October 18
Until October 24

Revuewed by Jason Bsake

FROM Zurlch in Smtzerland

Martin Zimmerman and Drmltnde ,
Perrotbringus aninspired blend of

physical comedy and avant garde
DJ-ing.

GaﬁAjfls Swrss German slang

for staring at the monkey”. The .

said monkeyis a grey- suited,

rubber-limbed, hatchet-faced

“with or againstthe world,
represented here asa merry— go-

round-cum-gigantic record player |

: whose changes of speed and

lirection mirror thefeatsof

turntable trickery by de Perrot.
Gaﬁ‘Aﬁbeglns as the audlence

Zimmerman) who alternately sprns |

1

filesin. De Perrotsits alone 31de of
© stage, slicing groovesinto

cardboard with abox cutter. He
flips them on to the turntables and,
by manipulating the sonic qualities
of the thumping stylus, creates
beats for Zimmerman-cladina

refrigerator-sized cardboard box at

- first~todanceto. - - .
From this, a Buster Keaton—hke ,

character emerges: misshapen grey

suit, tennis shoes; arebellious -

- briefcase. As dePerrotsturntable )
‘briefcase-toting office drone (the L '

trickery turns mischievous;

- Zimmermanis thrown around and ;

. subjected tosuddenreversalsand
- stutteringbeats. - . :

Atthe same tlme, he orchestrates o

intricately pre-cut cardboard

* panelsinto ephemeral sets—atrain,

an office - thatrotate around him.
GaffAffgently parodiesand . -
celebrates the modern groove,

'with Zimmerman’s marionette-

like character, dancing onan
unpredictable stage, seemingto
represent the typical citizen of the

_ 21stcentury. Thereisnosimple
- beattokeep him marchingin time,

and the centrifugal forces keep
him off-balance. :
At 80 minutes, itisa compact

cplece and entertaining, funny and

novel throughout ~though those:

- with an aversion to the French -
- mime tradition mightfind
- .;somethmg that gratesin -
Zimmerman's performance

Its appealis very broad, too, and

- children aged eight and up will

‘enjoy the comedy and inventive

~ pratfalling. i

~ DePerrot’sscore, wh1ch cuts and
 twists blues harmonica and kitschy

themes, is fascinating - tolisten to

and to Watch being created



